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CHEO Did You Know... 

That CHEO’s Child Life Specialists use play and distraction as a tool to help kids cope with 

stressful situations.  

CHEO has a Pet Therapy program which includes 9 trained therapy dogs who volunteer with 

their handlers to help cheer up our patients. It's just one more way CHEO makes its patients' 

hospital stay a bit more like home. 

At CHEO we try to make the hospital experience a little easier on our patients and their 

families. Our Food Services department staff have special kids menus - they will even make sure 

that kids’ pancakes have a smiley face to help brighten the day! 

CHEO is the only hospital in Canada to have a “Kid Clown School”.  Laughter and play are 

important for kids’ recovery.  

CHEO’s Emergency Department is one of the busiest in Ontario –Last year more than 75,000 

kids were treated in the ER.  

That twenty years from now there will be 70,000 more kids in our community – that is why 

supporting CHEO today matters now more than ever. 

That CHEO has its very own KidCare Pharmacy. This means that CHEO can serve families on the 

spot. They even make kid-friendly flavours to take away the “yuck” factor. 

At CHEO’s Medical Day Unit children and teens are treated on an outpatient basis for oncology, 

hematology and dialysis.  Last year there were more than 10,000 patient visits.  

Last year CHEO used 138,552 IV Solution Bags to keep kids hydrated. 

 

Last year CHEO used 154,432 diapers to keep little bums fresh and clean. 

Last year CHEO used 35,462 suture packs to close up cuts in all shapes and sizes. 

Last year CHEO went through 254,826 Oral Syringes to deliver much needed medicine into tiny 

mouths. 

Over 28,000 packs of crayons were used last year to help kids pass the time during their stay at 

CHEO. 
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CHEO is one of only a few of stand-alone pediatric hospitals in Canada and last year, CHEO’s 

surgeons performed more than 7700 surgeries and procedures. 

CHEO is one of only a few stand-alone pediatric hospitals in Canada, and last year had more 

than 6,700 admissions, and 175,000 visits to its 73 outpatient clinics. 

CHEO is a teaching hospital. Each year our staff, physicians and even families provide education 

and training to 1,600 future pediatricians, nurses and other health professionals. 

This year, your donations helped CHEO purchase a powerful new CT Scanner. This new low-

dose scanner, used every day, will provide better images and specialized scans for CHEO 

patients. 

 

There are 320 Scientists and Investigators and more than 100 students and volunteers involved 

in research at CHEO, working to make new discoveries to improve care for kids.  

 

There are currently 650 research studies underway at CHEO. 

 

Also, interesting to know last year 45,500 patients and families were involved in research at 

CHEO!   

CHEO researchers published more than 535 discoveries last year. That’s more than one new 

discovery EVERY DAY! 

For every $1 that you donate to CHEO Research is multiplied more than 4 times through grants 

and other sources? That means that every dollar you donate equals more than $4.00 helping to 

make new discoveries at CHEO! 

There are 651 research studies happening at CHEO right now. 

 

Research is everywhere CHEO – on every floor, across clinics and departments, and in world-

class laboratory space.  

CHEO’s volunteers were engaged for nearly a decade before CHEO was actually built. 
 

CHEO has over 700 volunteers volunteer who volunteered over 41000 hours. 
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CHEO has volunteer art, dance and yoga instructors offering programs to children and youth. 
 
CHEO has volunteer hairstylists visiting kids for a little pampering. 

 
CHEO’s tiniest patients rely on the Neonatal Transport Team to quickly and safely bring them 

CHEO for expert care from all across the province. 

 

That your donations to CHEO support more than 150 families each year who need to come to 

CHEO from far away and stay at nearby Ronald McDonald House and ROTEL. 

 

That Project Stitch, the renovation of CHEO’s Day Care Surgery Unit, is a $10 Million project 

which will reduce surgery wait times and improve the patient experience. 

That Project Stitch will enable CHEO’s surgeons to perform up to 1500 more surgeries each 

year. 

CHEO staff and medical staff partnered with children, youth and families to make over 2,300 

improvements this year to improve CHEO’s exceptional care. 

Epic — the most powerful electronic health record in the world — has been implemented in 

over 90% of departments directly involved in care and treatment of children and youth.  

With Epic, CHEO’s electronic health record, children youth and family’s appointment reminders 

and access to their test results faster. Plus, everyone their care team has instance access to 

their whole health record, providing a complete clinical picture. 

MyChart, CHEO’s online patient portal. gives families direct access to most of their health 

record — there are now over 3000 patients registered in MyChart. 

That last year, your donations went to support the purchase of a new $100,000 MRI safe 

patient monitor, a special monitor that can withstand the strong magnetic forces of the MRI 

magnet and support kids that must go under general anesthesia for their scan. 

That this year, with your help, CHEO operates a Concussion Clinic – specifically for kids and 

youth suffering from post-concussion symptoms. 
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That one of the most exciting things happening at CHEO is its leading-edge work in genetics. It 

will put new tools and knowledge in the hands of clinicians and propel CHEO into the era of 

personalized medicine.  

That CHEO researchers have led the way to help discover 85 new genes that are known to 

cause rare diseases.   

That CHEO has a team of engineers and technologists – the Medical MacGyvers - that ensure 

that the tools and important equipment that CHEO clinicians need is in top form. 

That CHEO pharmacists created a colourful action plan for kids with asthma and severe allergies 
to help other doctors, parents and kids know when to get help.  
 
CHEO surgeons perform between 25 – 40 surgeries per day, in eight operating rooms totaling 

about 8000 surgeries last year. 

Each year, CHEO helps over 500,000 patients. The CHEO Foundation supports the vital 
equipment, research and programs that helps the CHEO team to make kids better. 
 
That CHEO was named for the 8th time, a top employer in the National Capital region. 
 
CHEO Researchers are leading world class experiments to help fight and cure cancer using 
innovative virus therapies with the goal of getting into clinical trials as soon as possible. 
 
That CHEO has a Youth Forum – a committee made up of young CHEO former and current CHEO 
patients and siblings who help to make CHEO the most youth-friendly place it can be. 
 
Community donations will support the purchase of more than $400,000 of research equipment 
this year. 
 

That CHEO has a Therapeutic Clown Program? Your donations to CHEO support this amazing 
program which offers a special kind of comfort and support, often at a time when patients and 
families need it the most.  

With the help of your donation today, CHEO will purchase 60 new patient monitors for the ICU 
will purchase. Each of these machines cost $2900 each. 
 
That it costs more to purchase equipment for kids than adults? CHEO has specialized pediatric 
equipment, like blood pressure cuffs that come in more than 6 different sizes!  
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That your donations support CHEO’s Emergency Department Research Program – helping 
researchers to do important work like developing the first ever pediatric concussion guidelines.   
 
That community donations help support outpatient clinics like cardiology – helping to purchase 
important diagnostic equipment and family programs. 
 
That CHEO has a Family Forum – a committee of dedicated parents who advise CHEO on 
programs and policies to continue to make CHEO an exceptionally family friendly place. 
 
That CHEO's therapeutic clown, Molly Penny recruits trainees for her very own Kid Clown 
School, allowing patients of all ages join her on her rounds and become clowns for a day!  

That rare diseases aren’t all that rare? Collectively these diseases affect the lives of at least 

500,000 children in Canada. Your donations help CHEO researchers identify more of these 

genes each year. 


